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Collection Summary
Identifier
UA 8.8
Title
Jerome J. Lohr College of Engineering. Department of Agricultural and
Biosystems Engineering Records
Creator
Department of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering, Jerome J.
Lohr College of Engineering, South Dakota State University
Dates
1954-1999
Extent
0.21 linear feet (1 small document case)
Language
English
Repository
South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections, Hilton
M. Briggs Library, Brookings, South Dakota.

Access note
This collection is open to researchers without restrictions. The
materials in the Archives do not circulate and may be used in-house
only.
Preferred Citation
Name of item. Jerome J. Lohr College of Engineering. Department of
Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering Records. UA 8.8. South
Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections, Hilton M.
Briggs Library, Brookings, South Dakota.
Abstract
The Department of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering focuses on
preparing students to positively affect and improve the world’s food
chain and available natural resources. The collection is composed of
brochures, newsletters, and programs.

Historical Note
Courses related to agricultural engineering and the application of
engineering principles to farming have always been taught at South Dakota
State University. The first formal department to teach such courses was
called the Department of Architectural and Agricultural Engineering. This
department effectively combined civil and agricultural engineering course
work, and the name was subsequently changed to the Department of Civil
and Agricultural Engineering in 1902. In 1925, a separate Department of
Agricultural Engineering was established in the Division of Agriculture, but
students were required to take some basic courses through the Division
(now College) of Engineering. Today the department is administered through
both the College of Agriculture and Biological Sciences and the College of
Engineering. In 1999, the South Dakota Board of Regents approved the
addition of "Biosystems Engineering" to the department name Agricultural
and Biosystems Engineering.
Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering is the science of engineering applied
to the facilities and processes of agriculture and related industries. The
curriculum includes foundation courses in mathematics, physics and
chemistry with engineering emphasis in a wide variety of technical areas.
These technical areas include natural resource management, irrigation and
drainage, water resources development, machine dynamics and design,
machine vision, agricultural power, electrical power utilization, properties

and processing of biological materials, environmental control for livestock,
control and disposal of agricultural wastes, agricultural structures,
computers, and instrumentation. Courses are also offered in the fields of
meteorology, climatology, and microclimatology to interested engineers and
students in other colleges.
Agricultural Systems Technology is another aspect of the Department of
Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering. It is designed to give broad
training in the agricultural sciences and the technologies appropriate to
agriculture and its associated industries.

Contents Note
This collection is composed of brochures, newsletters, and programs
pertaining to Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering at South Dakota State
University. Also included are product brochures for electric agricultural
equipment developed at South Dakota State University, and a pamphlet
titled "Model Farm A.D. 2076" that was created as part of the American
Revolution Bicentennial Horizons '76 Project.
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Administrative Information
Conditions Governing Access
This collection is open to researchers without restrictions. The materials in
the Archives do not circulate and may be used in-house only.
Researchers conducting extensive research are asked to make an advance
appointment to access archival material. Please call or e-mail prior to visiting
the collection and indicate as much detail as possible about a particular topic
and intended use.
South Dakota State University supports access to the materials, published
and unpublished, in its collections. Nonetheless, access to some items may

be restricted as a result of their fragile condition or by contractual
agreements with donors.
Copyright note
Copyright restrictions apply in different ways to different materials. Many of
the documents and other historical materials in the Archives are in the public
domain and may be reproduced and used in any way. There are other
materials in the Archive carrying a copyright interest and must be used
according to the provisions of Title 17 of the U.S. Code. The Archive issues a
warning concerning copyright restrictions to every researcher who requests
copies of documents. Although the copyright law is under constant
redefinition in the courts, it is ultimately the responsibility of the researcher
to properly use copyrighted material.
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